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September Penn,
Award-Winning
Gospel/Inspirational
Singer To Prelude
The 24th Annual
NCNW Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast

S T. PETERSBUR G Award-winning, top ranked
gospel/inspirational singer and
songwriter, September Penn, will
prelude the 24th Annual Dr.
Ma rt in Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast to be held
on Monday, Jan. 18, at The St.
Petersburg Coliseum, 535 4th
Ave. N. at 7:30 a.m. Penn has
received international acclaim
both for her recently released
album as well as for her role as a
regular member of the cast of
PASSAGES OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, a play written
by Stanford University Professor
Clayborne Carson. She first
began working with Carson, who
edits the King Papers at Stanford
and Morehouse College, while
studying at Stanford University in
2005-2006.
In J une 2007, P enn
performed in the international
premiere of PASSAGES in
Beijing, China. In addition to
musical performances with
PASSAGES, she has played the
role of Dr. King’s mother, Alberta
Bunch King, and most recently as
Coretta Scott King in the
February 2009 performance of
the play at The Palladium Theater.
The Dr. MLK Leadership
Breakfast keynote speaker is
Dr. Crystal Kuykendall. Dr.
Kuykendall is considered to be
one of the most dynamic individ-

2009 In Review

JANUARY 7 - JANUARY 13, 2010

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

In Racially Inclusive
Inaugural Ceremony:
President Obama
Expresses Hope To
‘Remake’ America

Chief Justice Peggy
Quince In St. Petersburg
With Her ‘Florida’s First
Black Lawyers’ Project

Tribute To
The Life And Service
Of Don McRae

FAMU Graduates Told
To Act On Their Dreams
While Becoming A Leader

First Admitted Black
Student Receives
Honorary Degree

The Big Tent is Back
Foster Wins By A Yard

At BET Awards,
Michael Jackson’s
Legacy Honored

Health Care
Professionals Take
Treatment To The Field

Rosalie Peck,
The Weekly Challenger’s
Executive Editor Emerita
Gifted Writer,
Lover of Life, Dies

Singer and songwriter,
September Penn

uals of our time. Acritical thinker,
analyst, motivator, and mentor,
Dr. Kuykendall has astounded
audiences and individuals
through the power of her observations and the warmth of her
words. Tickets for the event are
$25.00 each and can be purchased
at The Weekly Challenger
newspaper, Deanie K. Beauty
Salon, 2500 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. St. S. or by calling
Dianne Speights, Breakfast
Coordinator at 727-403-0144.
Sponsorship opportunities are
also available. Please join the
NCNW in celebrating the
National Holiday honoring Dr.
King’s legacy of, tolerance, peace
and equality. Vincent Dolan,
President/CEO Progress Energy
Florida will serve as honorary
chair. The event is co-sponsored
by the City of St. Petersburg.
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Mayor William Foster

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
and Legacy Association, Inc will
host its 25th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drum Major for

Rev. Robert Ward

Justice Awards Banquet on
Friday, January 15, 2010, at the
downtown St. Petersburg Hilton
Bayfront, 333 1st Street South.
This years’ honorees who

Comm. Kenneth Welch

will receive the prestigious
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum
Major for Justice Awards are
Mayor William Foster, City of
St. Petersburg, Rev. Robert

Rev. Louis Murphy

Ward, Pastor Mt. Moriah
Missionary Baptist Church and
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Wish List For 2010 And Beyond

BY GEORGE E.
CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

Now that we have ushered in
not only a new year, but a new
decade, I want to share my New
Decade’s wish list. I hope:
PRESIDENT OBAMA stops
gutting his domestic programs in
an effort to appease Republicans
who have no intention of supporting him on anything. GOP leaders
are lower than a snake’s belly and
it is useless to try to satisfy them or
their No.1 ally, Joe-the-Traitor
Lieberman. President Obama
correctly states that he is the
president of all of the people. And
that includes African Americans.
We’re not asking him to be a Black
president, just a president who
realizes the needs of Blacks should
be targeted just as he targeted the
needs of Wall Street, banks, and
the automotive industry.
DEMOCRATS exercise the
power they have accumulated.
With a 60-40 edge in the United
States Senate, counting two independents who regularly caucus
with Democrats, a 257-178 margin
in the House of Representatives,
and a Democrat in the White
House, it’s time for Democrats to

stop acting like wimps. After
pleading for power, including
elevating a record number of
African Americans to committee
chairs and subcommittee chairs,
Democrats finally have power.
They need to act like it.
THE C ONGR E S S IONAL
BLACK CAUCUS follows
through on its threat to oppose
major bills that do not improve the
plight of the masses. After threatening to vote against the health care
bill if it did not include the public
option, members of the CBC are
poised to support a bill likely to
emerge from conference without
that key provision. If President
Obama can placate a couple of conservatives in order to save the bill,
he should feel heat from progressives unwilling to roll over in order
to pass a watered down version of
the bill. Sadly, more is done to
capitulate to one or two conservatives than to dozens of African
Americans serving in Congress.
REPUBLICANS revert to the
big tent philosophy that characterized the party before it became
captive of Right-wing zealots. At
its best, the GOP embraced liberal
New York City Mayor John
Lindsay, progressive Senators
Lowell Weicker of Connecticut

and
Edward
Brooke
of
Massachusetts along with conservative GOP lawmakers. It also
em b raced fo rm er As s i s t an t
Secretary of Labor Art Fletcher
and Transportation Secretary Bill
Coleman, two ardent supporters of
affirmative action. It now appears
that in order for any African
American to be accepted by the
GOP leadership, he or she must be
a vocal critic of affirmative action.
Co n t rary t o GOP as s ert i o n s,
Blacks are not in love with the
Dem o crat i c P art y. R at h er,
Republicans who routinely oppose
programs that benefit people of
color offer no viable alternative.
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS
return to being outsiders instead of
insiders. Many of our leaders have
become shields for the Obama
administration. Instead of presenting the usual “Black Agenda,” their
top agenda item these days seem to
be getting an invitation to some
White House event. And when
they don’t get invited, they profess
to be personally offended. Jesse
Jackson, for example, recently
whined about not getting invited to
a White House conference on jobs.
In the eyes of many Blacks,
Jackson rendered himself irrelevant
when he threatened to cut off

certain body parts of the president
to be. For Blacks already suffering
from Jesse Fatigue, that was the last
straw. And no one should blame
Obama for not wanting Jesse
Jackson around to rain on his
parade or, even worse, neuter him.
HEADS OF BLACK PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
finally assume the leadership role
in their area of expertise. We
expect too much from our civil
rights organizations and too little
from our professional organizations.
The
National
Bar
Association should lead the way
on criminal justice matters. The
National Medical Association
should present our collective
position on health care and racial
disparities. The National
Association of Black Journalists
should lead the charge against
racism in the media. The Urban
Financial Services Coalition
should provide the last word in our
community on financial literary.
Of course, this would necessarily
lead to the emergence of some
fresh, new voices. And that would
be a good thing for our community.
If we do half of the things I’ve
proposed, I am sure we will indeed
have a happy New Year and prosperous decade.

A Case Against Non-Economic Liberalism
BY JAMES CLINGMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - A term made
popular by the venerable Harold
Cruse, "non-economic liberalism", is
a social strategy which focuses upon
political empowerment without
adequate attention to economic
empowerment. The nascent NAACP,
according to Dr. Khalid Tariq AlMansour, in his book, "Betrayal by
Any Other Name", wrote into its constitution a prohibition against owning
land. Mansour goes on to describe a
call by William English Walling, a
White Southern journalist with
liberal views on race, for the achievement of “absolute political and social
equality” for Negroes.
Sound
familiar?
Of course, we know the founding
meeting of the NAACP was called by
White citizens concerned about the
so-called “Negro question,” after the
lynching of two Black men in
Springfield, Illinois. No doubt some
of them were sincere about wanting
to help Black folks, just like some
liberal whites today; but the lingering
question then and now is, “How
could (can) Black people be
empowered politically and socially
without being empowered economically?”
The notion that Black people
would achieve “equality” simply by
participating in the political arena and
through new social programming

was, and still is, an absurdity that
should have collapsed under its own
weight decades ago. As Harold
Cruse and others have pointed out
many times, there is no power
without economic power.
Thus, for 100 years the NAACP
has been self-constrained by an
archaic, antiquated, outdated, and
most of all, anti-empowering rule that
keeps the largest Black organization
landless. It’s time to change our
predicament. Among the many local
NAACP branches, there is a need for
ownership of real estate and rental
properties. Imagine the economic
impact of local branches owning
instead of renting, most of that rent
being paid to other ethnic groups; that
alone would result in significant
economic change.
Are we in charge of our own
economic destiny, or are we still
dependent on the largesse of Whites
who believe in noneconomic liberalism, not for themselves, of course,
but for Black people? Established
and initially funded by white people,
many of whom were Jewish, the
NAACP was purported to be the
vehicle through which the “Negro”
would achieve equality. However,
while I dare say that all Jewish civil
rights, educational, and social organization are well funded and indeed
have an economic infrastructure, it is
interesting that an economic infrastructure was not built into the
NAACP by those who founded it.

Noneconomic liberalism?
Elizabeth Wright wrote an article
in her newsletter, Issues and Views,
titled, Black Men: They Could be
Heroes. She stated, “…Black men
were not only economically emasculated, they were taught that playing
an economically aggressive role was
antithetical to Black progress—since
the goal of integration with whites
was paramount.” Wright went on to
say, “It is this non-economic
approach to Black problems …
which ultimately led to the loss of
black men's authority within their
own communities--for there is a vital
link between economic dominance
and credible authority. The 1960s
should have been the beginnings of
our most economically creative
period in America. Instead, Blacks
were encouraged to leave such tasks
to others and to settle for the fruits to
be gained in the long, unpredictable
march to ‘equality.’"
That strategy is so reminiscent of
1909 during the establishment of the
NAACP; and it has worked until this
day. Give political access to Black
people without the benefit of
economic strength and leverage, and
the result will sustain itself: A
permanent underclass of people,
laborers rather than owners,
consumers rather than producers.
I am not trying to pick a fight
with the NAACP, rather I am simply
suggesting it take a look at our
situation and make appropriate
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changes that will economically
empower our people. How can we
expect young leadership to emerge or
even engage on a local level, if there
is no economic benefit for them and
their constituents?
National
NAACP
Young
President, Benjamin Jealous, makes a
pretty decent salary. Why not create
salaries for local Presidents who work
just as hard for the NAACP? If we
want new leadership, young, enthusiastic, energetic leadership, we need to
throw out non-economic liberalism.
One should not have to take a vow of
poverty to work for non-profits that
help Black people. Non-profit does
not mean “broke.” Just ask the
Catholics and the Jewish people.
Tyler Perry gave the National
NAACP $1 million. I would
encourage others do the same for our
local branches, and I also encourage
our local branches to be creative in
the way they raise and spend funds.
Stop renting offices and being totally
dependent on traditional avenues for
financial support; find ways to
become self-sufficient; if you are
prevented from buying a building, at
least rent your office space from a
Black landlord, if possible.
We must change our 100 yearold acceptance of non-economic liberalism. It has not worked and it
never will work. It will only keep us
“in our place” and prevent Black
people from achieving true economic
empowerment.

RATE REDUCTION SPECIAL!

*Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly • First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________
Phone No:_________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or) Renewal ❏

Date: _______________

Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568 *HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY

The Weekly Challenger
Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
L. Dianne Speights . . . General/Advertising Manager
Lorrie Bellinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Director
The Weekly Challenger Office:

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

Fax (727) 823-2568

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed
in the following cities:

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa
Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor
Bradenton

The Weekly Challenger
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year
SINGLE COPY
50 cents

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?

If you have not received your paper
during delivery, phone (727) 896-2922

DEADLINES

All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger
no later than 4 p.m. Monday

COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER

The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice
or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may
be edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions become
the sole property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the right to run
all or part of any submission at a later time.
Some submissions may take precedence due to
timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 42 • Number 19
Published Thursday, January 7, 2010
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger

All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

What are your opinions on The Weekly Challenger?

Please feel free to let us know.

Call (727) 896-2922 or Email
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or Write to:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.,
Suite F, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay Job
And Career Fair

Looking for a new job?
How about a new career?
Come on out to the employment event of the season, the
Tampa Bay Job & Career Fair.
You’ll find loads of resources
for career development on
Thursday, Jan.14, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., at the Coliseum in St.
Petersburg. Admission is free,
no pre-registration is required
and there will be free parking.
Meet local companies who
have immediate employment
needs, from entry level
positions to skilled trade,
health care jobs and even top
managerial positions.
The
Tampa Bay Job & Career Fair
covers all areas of business and

is open to everyone. This is a
special event designed to put
you face to face with
companies that have open
positions which they are
looking to fill immediately.
This January event will
also include a Career Fair.
Several of the area's top
schools, universities and vocational/technical institutes will
be on hand. You will be able to
meet with various representatives of these local institutions
and hear about their courses
and programs. It is a great
opportunity to examine ways
to further develop your skills
for the jobs of today and
prepare for the bright career

prospects
of
tomorrow.
Expand your skill set or even
learn a whole new career.
Make plans to attend the
Tampa Bay Job & Career
Fair…. Dress for success and
come prepared with a stack of
resumes. You’ll find on-site
hiring, testing, screening,
helpful tips and advice, and
great job opportunities. You
could be to work by the end of
the day. Or even on your way
to a whole new career.
For additional information
contact: Dave LaBell 727-8938 5 2 3 o r v i s i t www. t ampabayjobfair.com.

Financial Freedom 2010
Challenge And Photo Shoot

On Thursday, Jan. 14, The
Power Broker magazine is
teaming up with Tampa Bay’s
best financial planners to host a
photo shoot for the first dozen
willing-and-able people who
accept the Power Broker’s
Financial Freedom 2010 Challenge.
What is the Fina nc ia l
Freedom Challenge? Ultimately,
the Power Broker is in search of
50 people who will commit
themselves to a 12-month selfpaced program to “get their
financial house in order.” That
includes people at every income
level, age and stage of life who
want to increase their savings
and investments, and begin the

journey to life-long financial
freedom.
Those wh o accep t t h e
challenge by January 11th will
take part in the January 14th
photo shoot to be profiled in the
P ower B roker m ag azi n e
releasing late this month. There
are no papers to sign and no
complicated decisions to make.
“People can go as fast or
slow as they want during the
Challenge, as long as they agree
to take a ‘first step’ and to keep
on stepping throughout the
year,” says Gypsy Gallardo,
Publisher of the Power Broker
magazine. She will be one of the
50 people.

The photo shoot is intended
to kick-off the year-long effort.
In addition to the feature article
in the upcoming magazine, the
Power Broker will also publish
fo l l o w-u p s u cces s s t o ri es
throughout the year, culminating
in a full-length feature story in its
January 2011 edition to recap the
results of the Challenge.
To sign-up to be one of 50
people who accept the Financial
Freedom 2010 Challenge,
submit your name, occupation,
telephone number, and a brief
description of your personal
financial goals for 2010 to
reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com.

Cold Weather Shelters Open!
Shelters Need Help
Replenishing Supplies

ST. PETERSBURG - When
the temperature is expected to
drop to 40 degrees or below,
shelters open and accept guests
throughout the night, starting
typically between 6 and 6:30
p.m., and close the following
morning at approximately 6 a.m.
Shelter guests are provided with
a hot evening meal, a warm safe
place to spend the night
and breakfast the following
morning. Volunteers work
throughout the night in order for
the shelters to remain open.
The extended cold weather
has stressed supplies at the
shelters, which are now in a
serious position of running out.
Items
needed
desperately
include food, coffee, disposable
dinnerware (plates, napkins,
forks, etc.), money and gift certificates to grocery stores. Warm
clothing, such as jackets (for
men), gloves, and hats are also
needed.
Supplies may be dropped off
at the Pinellas County Coalition
for the Homeless office, or
brought directly to the closest
cold weather shelter. Monetary
donations should be made to the
Pinellas County Coalition for
the Homeless and can be made
through the website www.pinel-

lashomeless.org or by check sent
to the organization at 5180 62nd
Ave. N. in Pinellas Park, FL
33781. The phone number of the
Coalition is (727) 528-5763.
The shelters are used by
homeless residents seeking a
warm place to stay. The network
of cold weather shelters are
operated by churches and nonprofit organizations and staffed
primarily by volunteers. With
the current economic crisis,
budgets have been cut and many
more people have become
homeless, creating an even
greater challenge this winter.
For more information,
contact Michael Amidei at (727)
543-2600, Cliff Smith at (727)
464-8448 or Sarah Snyder at
(727) 424-1355.
Cold Night Shelters
Adult men and women
• St. Timothy’s Lutheran
Church, 812 E. Tarpon Ave.,
Tarpon Springs. Coordinator:
Henry and Benita Wellman.
Capacity: 50
• St Cecelia Catholic
Church, 820 Jasmine Way,
Clearwater. Coordinator: Fran
Messick. Associate Coordinator:
Dan Mettee. Capacity: 100
• The Turning Point, 1801
Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg.

Coordinator: Katrina Tucker.
Capacity: 25
• Salvation Army, 1400
Fourth St. S., St. Petersburg.
Coordinator: Rod Bayshore.
Capacity: 25
• Boys & Girls Club of the
Suncoast in Pinellas Park, 7790
61st St. N., Pinellas Park.
C o o r d i n a t o r : J i m L e i b y.
Capacity: 300
Families with children
• First United Methodist
Church of Clearwater, 411
T u r n e r S t . , C l e a r w a t e r.
Coordinator: Lewis Hill.
Capacity: 2 families
• Northwest Presbyterian
Church, 6330 54th Ave. N., St.
Petersburg. Coordinator: Jim
Lieby. Capacity: 4 families
• Northside Baptist Church
6000 38th Ave. N., St.
Petersburg. Coordinator: Kerm
Carlberg. Capacity: 10 families
• American Church of the
Beatitudes, 2812 Eighth St. N.,
St Petersburg. Coordinator: J.
Philip Miller-Evans. Capacity: 4
families.
Back-up shelter
• Peace Memorial Presbyterian
Church, 110 S. Ft. Harrison
Ave., Clearwater. Coordinator:
Doug White. Capacity: 75

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 39 months

12K Year $3,995.00 plus start up
$339.00 plus tax
M.S.R.P. $37,595.00
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Includes all rebates and incentives. With
qualifying G.M.A.C. lease due by 06/30/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763

Meet Dr. Crystal Kuykendall, Keynote Speaker
at the 24th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership Breakfast,
7:30 a.m., Monday Jan. 18, 2010,
St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
Purchase tickets at the Weekly Challenger Newspaper,
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S. or by calling 727-403-0144.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pride and Passion: The AfricanAmerican Baseball Experience

TAM PA - The Tampa Hillsborough County Public
Library System is proud to host a
traveling exhibit that tells the story
of black baseball players in the
United States through the past
century and a half. The John F.
Germany Public Library, 900 N.
Ashley Dr., downtown Tampa,
will host Pride and Passion: The
African-American Baseball
Experience from Jan. 4 through
Feb. 19. Admission is free.
The first pitch for the exhibit's
All Star day will be at 2 p.m. on
Sat., Jan. 16, and will feature the
representatives from the Tampa
Bay Rays, acclaimed artist and

illustrator Kadir Nelson, Jackie
Robinson’s daughter Sharon
Robinson, Negro League scholars
Dr. Lawrence Hogan and Dr.
Robert Cvornyek, and former
Negro League players. The event
will include book signings, Wii
gaming, a related-film screening,
and light refreshments. Many
other programs inspired by the
exhibit will also be offered during
its run, including more appearances by former players, scholarly
panel discussions, and baseballthemed craft programs for
children, and much more!
The Pride and Passion
tra ve ling e x h i b i t i o n was

organized by the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum and the American
Library Association Public
Programs Office, and was made
possible by a major grant from the
National Endowment for the
Humanities: great ideas brought to
life. For more information on the
National Baseball Hall of Fame
and
Museum
visit
http://web.BaseballHallofFame.o
rg/index.jsp
For more information about
these and other FREE programs at
the library, call (813) 273-3652, or
visit www.hcplc.org.

Florida International Museum
To Premiere Exhibition

ST. PETERSBURG - Florida
International Museum at St.
Petersburg College in conjunction
with Exhibits Development Group
(EDG) presents the world premiere
of a major traveling exhibition,
“CUT! Costume and the Cinema.”
More than 40 period costumes,
created by and borrowed from the
costumier Cosprop, Ltd., London,
UK, will showcase the art of
making costumes for film. The
exhibition will reveal how
costumes set the scene and
establish authenticity in a period
film. “We are very thrilled to host
the world premiere of this
wonderful exhibit," said Kathy
Oathout, Director of Operations,
Th e Palladium , Florida
International Museum & SPC
Downtown Arts.

“This collection has never
been seen outside of London, and
we are excited to offer it to our
patrons.”
The films represented in the
exhibition bring to life five
centuries of history and cover a
wide range of genres including
drama, comedy, fantasy and
adventure with period costumes
worn by such famous film stars as
Johnny Depp, Keira Knightley,
Ralph Fiennes, Daniel Craig, Kate
Winslet, Sandra Bullock, Uma
Thurman, Angelica Houston, and
many others. In all, more than
thirty actors will be represented
from twenty seven films,
including the new release,
Sherlock Holmes, Academy
Award winner The Duchess (seen
below) and award winning

favorites such as Pirates of the
Caribbean, (below) Sense and
Sensibility and The Phantom of
the Opera.
“CUT! Costume and the
Cinema” opens to the public
Saturday, Feb. 13, at Florida
International Museum (FIM) at St.
Petersburg College, 244 Second
Ave. N, St. Petersburg. The exhibition continues through May 16.
Museum hours: Tuesday Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. with last
entry daily at 4 p.m. The museum
is closed Mondays and major
holidays. Admission prices to be
released at a later date. For more
information,
contact
Kathy
Oathout, Director of Operations, at
727-341-7904 or visit
www.spcollege.edu/FIMuseum.

Davis Joins SPHA Board Of
Commissioners, Lettelleir
Reappointed To Board

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg City Council
confirmed Mayor Rick Baker’s
appointment of Delphinia Davis
to the St. Petersburg Housing
Authority’s (SPHA) Board of
Commissioners, filling the seat
recently vacated by former board
vice-chairman, Commissioner
Paul Yingst. Davis will be sworn
in at the housing authority’s Jan.
28, regular board meeting at the
St. Petersburg Neighborhood
Housing Services, 1600 Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
With the approval of the
mayor and confirmation
by the city council, SPHA
Commissioner Joseph Lettelleir
also was reappointed to the
housing authority’s board for a
four-year term.
Dr. Arnett Smith, SPHA
board chairman, said, “We really
appreciate the appointments, and

we look forward to what our
board can achieve in the coming
year. I think that these two
additions to the board will be an
asset to the SPHA and the
families we serve.”
The seven-member SPHA
Board of Commissioners is
responsible for oversight and
policy-making for the housing
authority. SPHA board members
are unpaid volunteers.
SPHA board meetings are
open to the public and are held at
2:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday
of the month, except in July and
December.
More information about the
SPHA Board of Commissioners
can be found on the Internet at
http://www.stpeteha.org/board.
Ab o u t S t . P e t e r s b u rg
Housing Authority (SPHA): The
St. Petersburg Housing Authority
(SPHA) is a public body

corporate that has a 70-year
history of developing and administering affordable housing
programs in the city of St.
Petersburg. Consistently scored
as a “High Performer” on U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
assessments, SPHA provides
housing assistance to more than
3,400 families residing in St.
Petersburg. The authority has
received national awards and
recognition for its innovative
programs,
including
the
Economies of Scale program, the
Jordan Park HOPE VI redevelopment program, the Section 3
program and the Fraud Recovery
program. More information
about the authority’s programs
and services can be found at
www.stpeteha.org

Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter
Drug Awareness Poster Contest

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Zeta Youth Auxiliary of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Gamma
Zeta Chapter Drug Awareness
Poster Contest is designed to help
educate children on the dangers of
alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs.
The Zeta Youth Auxiliary of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Zeta
Gamma Zeta Chapter Drug
Awareness Poster Contest is open
to students in elementary, middle,
and high school. Each child is to
draw a poster, using the theme,
“Have Hope, Not Dope” on poster
board or display board.

Participants must draw the posters
themselves, but may get ideas
from teachers, parents, or friends.
Draw and color a picture
related to the theme above. NO
TRADEMARK CHARACTERS
ARE ALLOWED. Judging will
be based on, closeness to the
theme, neatness, originality, and
correct title.
The contest start date is
Monday, Jan. 4 and all posters are
due Monday, Feb. 15, by 5:00 p.m.
to Charese Mack McNair, Chair at
the Department of Juvenile Justice,
955 26th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL

33712. The judges will be the staff
of the Department of Juvenile
Justice Probation Office.
All posters will become the
property of the Zeta Youth
Auxiliary of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc., Zeta Gamma Zeta
Chapter.
Winners will be announced on
Saturday, April 10, 2 p.m., at
Suncoast Hospice, 3050 1st Ave.
S., St. Petersburg, at the Drug
Awareness Program. Prizes will be
given for first, second, and third
place.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Amid Frigid Temperatures,
Progress Energy Offers Cost-Effective
Tips To Help Conquer The Cold

S T. PETERSBUR G –
When temperatures dip to
frigid, wintry levels (at least by
Fl o ri da’s s tandards), it’s
difficult for many to resist the
urge to turn up the heat. That’s
why Floridians tend to use the
most energy when it’s cold
outside. While Progress Energy
anticipates being able to
produce and deliver the power
to meet our customers'
increased needs throughout this
week’s cold spell, the company
encourages customers to use
energy wisely every day.
Think twice before
adjusting the thermostat to
ensure your energy bill won’t
give you chills long after the
cold front passes through.
Unsure where to start?

Follow a few simple tips to
generate substantial energy
savings:
• Change your thermostat
from 74º to 70ºF in the winter
and save $65. Better yet, set
your thermostat at 68º to 70ºF
during the day and 60º to 65ºF
at night. Every degree under
70ºF saves 10 percent on the
heating portion of your electric
bill.
• Use portable heaters
sparingly. Running a 1,500-watt
resistance heater 24/7 costs
$149 a month.
• Test your air ducts for
leaks. Seal any leaky ducts, and
you could save up to a third on
your heating and cooling costs.
That could amount to an annual
energy savings of up to $280.

Progress Energy offers a rebate
that covers half the cost of the
test and helps with repairs, too.
• Check your water heater.
Set it to 120ºF instead of 140ºF
to save up to $85 a year without
spending a dime! Want to keep
additional energy savings from
trickling away? Install low-flow
shower heads to save water and
electricity.
If you only follow one
energy-saving tip this winter,
make it this one: Turn down
your thermostat when you leave
home for more than a few hours.
The best way to identify
op p o rt u n i t i es fo r en erg y
savings in your home is to sign
up for a free Home Energy
Check. Through this service –
which can be performed in

person, online or over the phone
– a Progress Energy Florida
energy advisor will provide
customized, energy-saving
advice specific to your home
and determine your eligibility
for valuable company rebates
toward energy-efficient home
improvements.
After all, through Progress
Energy Florida’s energy-efficiency programs, our customers
have saved more than $1 billion
in energy costs since 1981.
That’s one savings statistic that
can make almost anyone feel
warm and fuzzy inside.
For more than 100 energysaving tips or to sign up for a
free Progress Energy Florida
Home Energy Check, visit
www.SaveTheWatts.com.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Jan. 9 - Passing the Non-Violent Torch Reading
Event. Hear stories of freedom by Dr. King read by retired
educators to 2nd-5th grade students who can take the
books home for their collection. A parent/guardian/older
sibling/other representative must accompany the child.
Pre-registration is required. You may choose any one-hour
block: 11 a.m. to Noon; Noon to 1 p.m.; 1 to 2 p.m.; or 2 to
3 p.m. Call 727-323-1104 to register.
Saturday, Jan. 9 - Sounds of Saturday: The Pier, 800 2nd
Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Every Sat. in Feb. and March.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Friday, Jan. 15 - MLK, Jr. Drum Major for Justice Awards
Banquet. Hilton, 333 1st St. S. 7 p.m. Keynote speaker
former Congressman and State Senator Cleo Fields of
Baton Rouge, LA. www.mlknationalparade.org.

Sunday, Jan. 17 - 25th Annual MLK, Jr. Drum Major For
Justice Ecumenical Service and Candlelight Vigil. Location
TBA. 4 p.m. www.mlknationalparade.org.
M o n d a y, J a n . 1 8 - 2 5 t h A n n u a l M L K , J r .
NCNW Leadership Awards Breakfast. Coliseum,
535 4th St. N. 7:30 a.m. www.ncnwstpete@yahoo.com or
call 727-403-0144.

“Thank You”
to St. Petersburg Chapter of the NAACP, churches, agencies and
individuals who are assisting me in spread the word that the
U. S. Census Bureau is hiring. We have both full-time and part-time
positions available. Call the Recruiting Hotline, 727-290-2040 or
R.J. Hatfield, Administrative Assistant, U.S. Census LOC #2945 at
727-290 2033 (office) or 727 488-2232 (cell)

The book right now can only be ordered online
from the Publisher, AuthorHouse.
The cost is $13.00, plus shipping.
The cost of shipping goes down the more books ordered.
ORDER BY VISITING:
www.authorhouse.com/BookStore/ItemDetail.aspx?bookid=64274

“MISSING” Brown Miniature Pinscher. Micro-chipped, cropped
ears and tail. Stolen from yard. PLEASE CALL: 727-488-2232!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Hair-it-iz

Natural & Chemical
Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks®

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com

CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER
Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Braids &
Styles by
Felica

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing
No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bring In The Clowns For The
2010 Festival Of States

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Suncoasters of St. Petersburg
are NOW accepting registration
forms for the 2010 Festival of
States Clown Alley Clown
School, sponsored by All
Children’s Hospital.
This popular program has
been a tradition of the Festival
of States since 1972. Christine
Davison, a graduate of the
famed Ringling Bros. Barnum
& Bailey Clow n S chool,
teaches character definition,
make-up, costuming and performance techniques during the
five week series.
Both children and adults are

welcome to participate and all
graduates will be invited to
show off their new skills in the
Festival of States Iluminated
Night Parade on Thursday,
March 25th and the Festival
Day Parade on Saturday, April
10th.
The five classes will be held
on Thursdays - February 11th,
18th, 25th, March 4th and 11th.
All classes are held at All
Children’s Hospital Education
Conference Center, 710 4th St.
S., St. Petersburg from 6:00
p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
The cost is $17 per person,
plus $5 for each additional

family member. Fee includes
instruction for all five classes
and a Clown Alley T-shirt.
“Watching families work
together is so rewarding,”
Davison said. “Most adults just
come to watch their children at
first, but they get caught up in it.
I don’t think they realize at the
time that they are creating
memories that will last a
lifetime.”
Registration forms are
available at www.festivalofstates.com. For additional information, contact the Festival of
States at 727-821-9888.

Second Regional District
Of The Florida Morticians
Association Contributes
To Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services

Pictured left to right: District Secretary, Nathan Woody, L.F.D., Woody’s Funeral Home,
Clearwater, FL; District Vice Chairlady Ka Tina N. Davis, L.F.D., Chandler’s Funeral Chapel,
Bradenton, FL; Elaine Speights, Young Funeral Home, Clearwater, FL; Farrell Speights, L.F.D.,
Young Funeral Home, Clearwater, FL; Isay M. Gulley, President/CEO of the Clearwater
Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc.; Raymond Anderson, L.F.D., Everett, Derr and
Anderson Funeral Home, Tampa, FL; District Chairman Jeffrey Rhodes, L.F.D., Ray Williams
Funeral Home, Tampa, FL; Helen Williams, Creal Funeral Home, St. Petersburg, FL; Esther
Badger, L.F.D, Wilson Funeral Home, Tampa, FL.

CLEARWATER -The 2nd
Regional District of the Florida
Morticians Association, Inc.
held its annual holiday social
and toy drive during the month
of December. The toy drive is
one of the ways that the organization shows appreciation to

The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc.
24th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition

Theme:
Remember!
Celebrate! Act!
A Day On,
Not A Day Off !!

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations
Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
Monday, January 18, 2010
St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL
7:30 A.M.

the various communities that
they serve. Each year they
donate to an organization that
support less fortunate families
with children.
The organization’s hope is
to be able to bring a smile to a
child’s face during the season

(Jan. 14, 2010)

Black History Month
Edition
Tickets: $25.00 per person,
may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon (Mon.-Fri.),
2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg or by
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com (Sponsorship
Opportunities are available).
For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights,
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St.Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Mary H. Clowers, Chair
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

ON JANUARY 18, 2010 ST.PETERSBURG WILL CELEBRATE
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY HONORING
DR. KING’S LEGACY OF TOLERANCE, PEACE, AND EQUALITY.
CO-SPONSORED BY CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

of giving. The organization that
received the donation in 2008
was located in Hillsborough
County. In 2009 they traveled
to Pinellas County and the contributions were made to the
Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services, Inc.

20%
DISCOUNT

(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Thurman Thomas

Thurman Lee Thomas (born May
16, 1966 in Houston, Texas) is a former
American football running back who
spent most of his NFL career with the
Buffalo Bills. Thomas was elected to
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2007
and into the College Football Hall of
Fame in 2008.
Thomas grew up playing football
on the Missouri City Junior High
School (now Missouri City Middle
School) and Willowridge High School
teams before attending college at
Oklahoma State University where he
was a teammate of Barry Sanders. At
Oklahoma State, Thomas had 897
rushes for 4,595 yards, 43 touchdowns,
and 21 100-yard rushing games. He
was also a Heisman Trophy candidate
in his senior year. He was a first team
selection on the College Football AllAmerica Team in 1985 and 1987. In the
1987 Sun Bowl, Thomas ran for 157
yards and four touchdowns in the 3533 victory over West Virginia, keeping
Barry Sanders on the sidelines for the
majority of the game. Thomas left
OSU as the school's all-time leading
rusher and his number 34 is one of only
three jerseys retired at Oklahoma State.
Sanders would replace Thomas as
starter the next year in 1988.
A knee injury damaged Thomas'
certain first round pick status and
caused him to slip into second round
(40th overall) of the 1988 NFL draft by
the Buffalo Bills, their first choice in the
draft. Thomas is well known as part of
the offense that included Jim Kelly and
Andre Reed, which led the Bills to four
straight Super Bowl appearances.
Thomas was the AFC rushing
leader in 1990, 1991, and 1993. He was
voted to the All-Pro team in 1990 and
1991, was selected to 5 straight Pro
Bowls from 1989-1993, and was
named NFL's Most Valuable Player in
1991, after becoming the 11th player in
NFL history to finish a season with
over 2,000 all-purpose yards.
Currently, he is 12th on the NFL alltime list for most rushing yards in a
career.
Thomas currently holds the alltime Buffalo Bills rushing record with
11,938 yards and the team record for
yards from scrimmage with 16,532. He
is also 4th overall in team scoring.
Overall, Thomas finished his 13
seasons with 12,074 rushing yards, 472
receptions for 4,458 yards, and 88
touchdowns (65 rushing and 23
receiving). His 472 receptions were
especially impressive considering he
was almost never used as a receiver out
of the backfield in college. In his four

years at Oklahoma State, he caught 2
passes for 15 yards. He is one of six
players (Jim Brown, Lenny Moore,
Marcus Allen, Marshall Faulk, and
Herschel Walker) to exceed 60 TDs
rushing and 20 TDs receiving.
Thomas is the only player in NFL
history to lead the league in total yards
from scrimmage for four consecutive
seasons. He is one of only six running
backs to have over 400 receptions and
10,000 yards rushing. Walter Payton,
Marshall Faulk, Marcus Allen, Tiki
Barber, and LaDainian Tomlinson are
the other five. Thomas is also one of
five running backs to have rushed for
over 1,000 yards in 8 consecutive
seasons along with Curtis Martin,
Barry Sanders, Emmitt Smith, and
Tomlinson.
Thomas also set NFL playoff
records with the most career points
(126), touchdowns (21), and consecutive playoff games with a touchdown
(9). Overall, he rushed for 1,442 yards
and caught 76 passes for 672 yards in
his 21 postseason games. In a 1989
playoff loss to the Cleveland Browns,
Thomas recorded 13 receptions for 150
yards and 2 touchdowns, which was a
postseason record for receptions by a
running back and tied tight end Kellen
Winslow's record for most receptions
in a playoff game. He is also the first
player ever to score a touchdown in 4
consecutive Super Bowls.
Thurman Thomas played for the
Buffalo Bills for 12 seasons. When the
Bills ran out of money under their
salary cap in 2000, Thomas signed with
the arch-rival Miami Dolphins. He
suffered a knee injury on November
12, 2000, against the San Diego
Chargers which ended his NFL career.
After deciding to retire, Thurman

signed a one-day contract on February
27, 2001, with Buffalo so that he could
retire as a Bill.
Thurman Thomas was first
eligible for induction into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 2006. In that
year, he made it to the list of ten
finalists, but was not one of the six
players elected to the Hall that year. He
was selected on February 3, 2007, to be
inducted into the Hall of Fame.
Thomas had an outstanding performance in Super Bowl XXV, rushing
for 135 yards and a touchdown, while
also catching 5 passes for 55 yards. He
would have almost certainly won the
Super Bowl MVP award, but his team
lost the game 20-19 when kicker Scott
Norwood missed a 47 yard field goal
attempt with eight seconds remaining.
Some fans and sports writers, such
as Sports Illustrated writer Paul
Zimmerman, have argued that Thomas
had the best performance of the game,
so therefore he should have won the
MVP award even though his team lost.
He had far more yards and catches than
New York Giants running back Ottis
Anderson, who won the MVP,
finishing the game with 102 rushing
yards, 1 reception for 7 yards, and a
touchdown. Also a player winning the
Super Bowl MVP award on a losing
team is not unprecedented; Chuck
Howley accomplished this feat in
Super Bowl V.
On February 3, 2007, Thomas
was voted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. Thomas joined his former quarterback Jim Kelly, wide receiver James
Lofton, Defensive End Bruce Smith,
and head coach Marv Levy, in the Hall.
Thomas was enshrined into the Hall of
Fame during the weekend of August 45, 2007.

‘Avatar’ Rules With $68.3M,
Tops $1B Worldwide

BY DAVID GERMAIN

LOS ANGELES (AP)
Ja m e s C a m e r o n ' s s c i e n c e fi c t i o n e p i c “ Av a t a r ” h a d
another stellar weekend with
$68.3 million domestically,
shooting past $1 billion
worldwide, only the fifth movie
ever to hit that mark.
No. 1 for the third-straight
weekend, 20th Century Fox's
“Avatar” raised its domestic
total to $352.1 million after just
17 days. The film added $133
million overseas to lift its international haul to $670 million,
for a worldwide gross of $1.02
billion.
“ Av a t a r ” o p e n e d t w o
weekends earlier with $77
million, a strong start but far
below dozens of other blockbusters that debuted as high as
$158 million. But business for
other blockbusters usually
tumbles in following weekends,
while “Avatar” revenues barely
dropped
over
the
busy
Christmas and New Year's
weekends.
“It's like a runaway freight
train. It just keeps doing
business,” said Fox distribution
executive Bert Livingston.
“Here's what's happening: I
think everybody has to see
‘Avatar’ once. Even people who
don't normally go to the movies,
they've heard about it and are
saying, ‘I have to see it.’ Then
there's those people seeing it
multiple times.”
“Avatar” was Cameron's

first film since 1997's “Titanic,”
the biggest modern blockbuster
with $1.8 billion worldwide.
Cameron now is the only
filmmaker to direct two movies
that have topped $1 billion.
Along with “Titanic,” the others
are “The Lord of the Rings: The
Return of the King” at $1.13
billion,
“Pirates
of
the
Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest”
at $1.06 billion and “The Dark
Knight” at a fraction over $1
billion, according to box-office
tracker Hollywood.com.
With “Avatar” closing in on
No. 2 film “The Return of the
King,” Cameron is in striking
distance of having the two topgrossing movies globally.
“Avatar” has had a price
advantage over those other
billion-dollar movies. About 75
percent of its domestic business
has come from theaters showing
it in digital 3-D presentation,
those tickets typically costing a
few dollars more than admissions for the 2-D version.
Finishing at No. 2 for the
weekend was Robert Downey
Jr.'s crime caper “Sherlock
Holmes” with $38.4 million.
The Warner Bros. film lifted its
domestic total to $140.7 million
after 10 days in theaters.
In third place was 20th
Century Fox's family tale
“Alvin and the Chipmunks: The
Squeakquel”
with
$36.6
million. It raised its 10-day total
to $157.3 million.
The top-three movies, along
with solid holdovers that

included Universal's “It's
Complicated” at No. 4 with $18.7
million, steered Hollywood to a
big start to 2010 after a year of
record revenue.
Hollywood finished 2009
with $10.6 billion domestically,
easily surpassing the previous
record of $9.7 billion in 2007,
according to Hollywood.com.
Factoring in today's higher
admission prices, the year was
strong but not a modern recordbreaker for number of tickets
sold. According to Hollywood.com,
domestic admissions came in at
1.42 billion in 2009, the most in
the last five years, though well
below the modern record of 1.6
billion in 2002.
In Hollywood's glory years
of the 1930s and '40s, before television eroded the movie
audience, estimated movie
attendance ran as high as 4
billion some years.
Studios began 2010 with a
headstart over last year. Overall
revenues came in at $230
million, up 50 percent from
New Year's weekend in 2009,
when “Marley & Me” was No. 1
with $24.3 million.
Like “Titanic” 12 years ago,
“Avatar” has fairly clear sailing
now that the holidays are over.
Hollywood is entering a slow
season, when fewer big movies
arrive and competition is
lighter.
“Titanic” lingered as the No.
1 film for months leading up to
the Academy Awards, where it
won 11 Oscars, including best
picture and director.
“Avatar” also proved a
critical favorite with strong
Oscar potential. Cameron broke
new ground in combining liveaction, digitally-enhanced performances, visual effects and 3D presentation to immerse
viewers in his futuristic tale of
humans and aliens on a distant
moon.
“Leave it to James Cameron
to do this. To not only set the
technical world on fire, the
visual world on fire, but also the
box-office world on fire 12
years after “Titanic,” said Paul
Dergarabedian, box-office analyst
for Hollywood.com.

HOROSCOPES
JANUARY 7 - JANUARY 13, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Your self-discipline helps you to do more
this week. People will be watching as
you zip around with style and grace!
Broaden your cultural horizons by trying
new foods and meeting new people.
You’ll be pleasantly surprised!

You’re faced with a formidable task but
when you defeat it, you'll take big steps
toward a goal. Weigh in and give it your
best. Your energy is high. The task looks
larger before you start. Compromise
with a partner. The immediate future
promises love.

TAURUS

Stay adaptable, and all will be fine.
Flexibility is easy for you when you want
it to be. The situation you'll face this
week will require that you alter your
way of thinking about someone with
whom you're involved in business or
friendship.

VIRGO

The urge to chase off on a tangent may
be strong this week. Take a few minutes
to study the big picture and make sure
any whims serve the bigger purpose. It's
a good week to do what needs to be
done.

GEMINI
You'll be full of good ideas this week, so
make sure you write down the ones you
don't have time to put into action. You'll
want to share your thoughts on a grand
scale, and your mind will seem truly
universal to you. Try to be patient with
those who are staggered by your brilliance.

CANCER
This week let your gentle spirit shine
through. Your rough and tumble side is
not appropriate for the relationships that
you'll encounter. Someone will need
your understanding and sympathy. Give
it with sensitivity.

Yield to the harmony that lies below the
surface of any seeming disagreement.
Serenity is more important than your
sense of righteousness. Questioning the
motives of others will make your mind
too suspicious to benefit from the
unclear way in which love will present
itself this week.

LIBRA
Always remember that loved ones make
the world a wonderful habitat. Otherwise
it is an empty place and no amount of
material gain can give it the excitement
you want and deserve.

SCORPIO
Do not travel in the company of those
who work against you. Move towards
people with words of encouragement
and an extended hand. Release the
grudge that you have for someone who
betrayed you. You will find liberation and
lightheartedness in forgiving. Follow
your heart when it comes to a love
interest.

CAPRICORN
Modesty doesn't mean cowardly. It can
mean gracious. Let a friend have the
credit for something that you did. Be
cool. It's good exercise. Tooting your
own horn doesn't get you the biggest
notice. The people you want to impress
this week will be more impressed by
your graciousness.

AQUARIUS
Give birth to some new impulses about
love. The ones you've been using have
led you to a place you do not wish to be.
Give yourself a break. Change. Be less
critical. Accept love even from those you
do not completely agree with.

PISCES
Be modest! Don't just be smug and cool
about your greatness. This week get in
touch with your limitations and
acknowledge them. You're not doing it in
order to fix anything. You're just enlarging your capacity for self-acceptance.

11 7 51

PICK OF THE WEEK!

947
476
148

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
8-1 6-2
3-6 5-3
7-5 4-7

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Colts Getting Healthy
As They Head Into Playoffs

Peyton Manning and Jim
Caldwell

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) - Jim
Caldwell wouldn't change a
thing about his late-season
decisions.
He tossed away a chance at a
perfect season by pulling Colts
starters in the third quarter
against the Jets. On Sunday, in a
Buffalo snowstorm, he yanked
most of Indianapolis' key contributors after three series.
The reason: Staying healthy
for a Super Bowl run was more
important to the Colts than
going 16-0.
So on a day other playoff
teams, notably Arizona, Cincinnati,
Green Bay and New England,
were contending with new
injury concerns, Caldwell and
the Colts were resting comfortably at home.
“We are right where we want
to be,” Caldwell said Monday. “I
think if anybody would have

said, 'Come Jan. 4 this would be
your station in life in terms of
your record for the team,' we'd
all feel pretty good about that. I
think the health of our team is
trending in the right direction.”
A week ago, Caldwell's
decision created a national controversy and upset some Colts
fans.
Outsiders contended Indy
(14-2) should have played for
history, extended its NFL
records for consecutive regularseason wins and most wins in a
decade even as Caldwell and
team president Bill Polian
insisted the primary goal was
winning the Super Bowl and not
pursuing perfection.
Over the weekend, commissioner Roger Goodell jumped
into the discussion, too, suggesting the league would consider
providing incentives for teams
that continue to play their
starters.
Following Sunday's 30-7
loss, three-time league MVP
Peyton Manning extended an
olive branch to the fans.
“I just want to say to our
fans how much we are going to
need them the next two
weekends,” he said. “They have
been great for us all year, unbelievably passionate and supportive of us and the only way we
are going to be able to win in
two weeks is if everyone is in
there together. The fans are
going to have to be there for us.

So I hope they forgive what
happened last weekend and we
can all move on together.”
Even critics may be having
second thoughts about questioning the Colts' strategy now.
New England, which was
playing for the No. 3 seed
Sunday in Houston, may have to
play without NFL receiving
leader Wes Welker, who was
carted off the field with a left leg
injury Sunday.
Green Bay and Arizona,
which had already clinched
playoff spots and were also
playing for seeds Sunday, both
lost Pro Bowlers in the game.
Packers cornerback Charles
Woodson hurt his shoulder,
though he is expected to play in
this weekend's rematch.
Arizona lost cornerback
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie
with a bruised left kneecap and
defensive end Calais Campbell
with a broken left thumb. Coach
Ken Whisenhunt is hopeful both
will play this weekend, though
there are greater concerns about
receiver Boldin, who sprained
his left ankle.
Cincinnati receiver Chad
Ochocinco bruised his left knee
after slipping in pregame
warmups and was to have precautionary tests Monday.
“You hate to see anybody
get hurt,” Caldwell said. “He's a
great player and an extremely
productive guy for their team.
No one gains anything from that

kind of loss.”
Which is precisely why Indy
played it safe. Caldwell said it
appears the Colts finished their
final two games without any
notable injuries and those who
sat out the last two weeks should
all be ready to go for the
playoffs. That list includes
names such as left tackle Charlie
Johnson, Pro Bowl defensive
end Robert Mathis, and linebacker Clint Session.
Could the decision backfire,
though?
Indy now enters the playoffs
on a two-game losing streak and
still has not won a postseason
game since beating Chicago in
the Super Bowl following the
2006 season.
Plus, Indy has had firstround byes three times since
1999 and lost its first playoff
game each time.
Caldwell believes this time
will be different.
The way Caldwell sees it,
Indy is in the perfect position:
Rested, healthy, and ready to
make a playoff run.
“We are right where we want
to be,” he said. “Every single
week we've prepared for an
opponent, our team has been
excited about the opportunity
and performed well,” he said.
``That's what we hang our hat
on. You have to play well
because there is finality to the
playoffs.''

Ravens Already In Playoff Mode
As Post Season Opens

Willis McGahee

BY DAVID GINSBURG

OWINGS MILLS, Md.
(AP) - The Baltimore Ravens
didn't have the luxury of
coasting into the postseason, a
circumstance they hope will
work to their advantage Sunday
against the New England
Patriots.
On a day in which several
playoff-bound teams rested their
starters during meaningless
games, the Ravens were locked
in a win-or-else mode Sunday
against the Oakland Raiders.

And, because Baltimore (9-7)
was not assured a victory until
the closing minutes, coach John
Harbaugh never did get a chance
to pull his regulars.
That might be a good thing.
A year ago, the Ravens won
their final regular-season game
to gain entry as a wild-card
team. They then hammered
Miami on the road and upset
top-seeded Tennessee before
losing to Pittsburgh in the AFC
title game.
Can the same formula work
to Baltimore's benefit a second
time?
“I think that will kind of all
shake out,” Harbaugh said
Monday. “There's something to
be said for coasting in, because
obviously you've earned the
right to do that. There's an
advantage to that, and there's an
advantage to fighting your way
in. If you look at the history of
who's won the championship,
it's come from both places,
right?”
Historically, the Ravens
have fared better when forced to
extend themselves to the very

Texans Go Out
As Winners

BY KRISTIE RIEKEN
HOUSTON (AP) - The
Houston Texans finally finished
with a winning record but didn't
get enough help to get their first
playoff berth.
Still, the Texans are proud of
their progress this season and
believe the finish will help
propel them to success next year.
Andre Johnson calls the 9-7
record a “great achievement”
and thinks it gives the team a
boost heading into the offseason.
The Texans were disappoint-

ed by the Bengals effort in a 370 loss to the Jets Sunday night
that gave New York the final
AFC wild-card spot over
Houston. But the Texans know
that if they'd done more earlier in
the season, they wouldn't have
had to depend on another team to
get to the playoffs.
Mario Williams says they
should use barely missing the
playoffs as a lesson to “take care
of business” throughout the
season next year.

end of the regular season. They
won their only Super Bowl after
finishing the 2000 season as a
wild-card team. They also won a
game as a wild-card team in
2001. But, after winning the
AFC North in 2003 and 2006,
Baltimore failed to win even
once in the postseason.
So, in a way, the Ravens are
exactly where they want to be.
“We're in the same position
as last year, where we had to win
the last couple of games,”
running back Willis McGahee
said. “Once we get in there, we
know we can do damage. And
now we're in there.”
McGahee scored three
touchdowns, and the Ravens
began their own version of the
playoffs with a 21-13 win over
the surprisingly spirited Raiders.
“It was a tough situation,”
Harbaugh said. “Making the
playoffs is tough. Going across
country in a game where
obviously so much is at stake for
one team and not for the other,
it's a little different stakes. I
thought our guys handled the
pressure really well and got the

job done.”
Baltimore reached the postseason because of its ability to
beat teams with losing records.
The Ravens went 6-0 against
clubs that finished below .500,
and they also defeated Denver,
which closed at 8-8.
There will be no more of
those patsies on the schedule,
and Baltimore went 1-6 against
teams that made it to the postseason. New England, in
contrast, was 2-3 in those games
(including a 27-21 win over
Baltimore on Oct. 4).
Advantage, Patriots?
“That gives them an edge
going into this game, I guess,”
Harbaugh said. “But every week
stands on its own. That's the
beauty of it.”
Although this game is a
rematch of Week 4, Harbaugh
guessed the earlier meeting will
probably have no bearing on this
one.
“It was a long time ago,” he
said. “We've changed, they've
changed. There are different
players out there for both
teams.”

Woodley Not
Apologizing

BY ALAN ROBINSON
PITTSBURGH
(AP)
Linebacker LaMarr Woodley
isn't apologizing for saying the
Patriots and Bengals would
``lay down'' in their seasonending games so the Super
Bowl
champion
Steelers
wouldn't return to the playoffs.
Woodley's reasoning: Did
anyone watch the Bengals lose
to the Jets 37-0 on Sunday
night?
The Bengals' lethargic
effort didn't matter to the

Steelers they were eliminated
by then and Woodley isn't
blaming any lack of help from
playoff-bound
teams
for
Pittsburgh's failure to return to
the postseason.
Woodley doesn't think it's
necessary for NFL commissioner Roger Goodell to
introduce incentives for teams
to keep playing their starters
after their playoff position is
secure, even though he wanted
the Bengals and Patriots to do
exactly that.

Johnson Gifts
His Blockers With
Rolex Watches

Chris Johnson

BY TERESA M. WALKER

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)
Chris Johnson hasn't given his
offensive linemen their gifts
just yet for a very good reason.
The Tennessee running back
was waiting to see how many
yards he finished with so he
could have the presents
engraved.
So Johnson had no reason
to hold back the surprise any
longer Monday when he told
reporters exactly what he had
gotten his blockers: Rolex
watches,
engraved
with
“CJ2K” and 2,006.
That stands for Johnson
making NFL history as just the
sixth player to run for at least
2,000 yards in a single season
and his final yards rushing. He
finished with 136 yards
rushing in Sunday's 17-13 win

at Seattle, making him the first
running back to reach that
mark since Jamal Lewis in
2003.
Johnson said he was
soaking in the accomplishment
Monday when he talked with
reporters.
“I'm trying to enjoy this
time a little. This don't come
across often so basically I’m
trying to enjoy it and just get
on the high life right now,”
Johnson said.
Johnson even got called
over by baseball star Ken
Griffey Jr. after the game to
discuss his historic mark,
which the running back
enjoyed because he grew up a
fan of the outfielder. He also
doesn't plan to change his
offseason workout, which
features sessions in Orlando
and California and only joining
the Titans for on-field sessions.
After all, why change
something that worked so
well? Johnson also is finding
motivation in falling short of
his ultimate goal: Eric Dickerson's
single-season mark of 2,105
yards rushing.
“It's kind of a good thing
and bad thing me not getting
the record. That's something I
can look forward to doing next
year,” Johnson said.

Woodson Should
Be OK For Packers
Playoff Game
BY CHRIS JENKINS

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Sore
shoulder and all, Charles
Woodson should be OK for
Sunday's playoff game.
Green Bay Packers coach
Mike McCarthy said Monday
that Woodson has a shoulder
strain and should be back on
the field when the Packers
return to Arizona to face the
Cardinals for the second time
in a week this time with the
playoffs on the line.
“I fully expect him to be
ready to go,” McCarthy told
reporters in Green Bay.
McCarthy said Woodson's
practice schedule will be
similar to recent weeks,
meaning he could get some
rest.
Woodson, who has been
playing with a sore shoulder
for at least a month, left the
game just before halftime of
Sunday's 33-7 victory at
Arizona. He said after the
game that he would have been
able to return in the second
half if needed.
“The shoulder's already
banged up, and you get the
sharp pain on the initial blow
and it always seems like it's
worse than it is,” Woodson
said Sunday night. “I'll be fine.
I could've gone back in if I had
to.”
With the game essentially
rendered meaningless in terms
of playoff seeding and the
Packers' return trip to Arizona
for the first round of the
playoffs looking likely, McCarthy
and Cardinals coach Ken
Whisenhunt took opposite
strategic approaches.
Whisenhunt pulled many

starters early on including
quarterback Kurt Warner, who
was relieved by Matt Leinart
for the Cardinals' first
offensive series of the second
quarter.
McCarthy,
meanwhile,
kept the majority of his starters
on the field deep into the game
and said afterward that he
wanted the win to give his
team momentum going into
the playoffs.
Despite
the
injury,
Woodson wasn't secondguessing McCarthy's decision
to play for the win.
“We kept the same
intensity that we played with
last week and finished the
season the right way and we
go into the playoffs with the
same intensity,” Woodson
said. “I think it was perfect.”
But it's hard to imagine
anyone saying that if Woodson
had been injured more
seriously.
“If he wasn't moving, it
would've been a little scary,”
defensive back Jarrett Bush
said. “But we knew he was
OK.”
Woodson has been the
Packers' best and most
versatile player on defense this
season, and Sunday was no
different. On the offensive
series before he was hurt,
Woodson intercepted a pass
from Leinart and ran it back 45
yards for a touchdown.
“His
teammates
are
chanting 'MVP' every day at
practice and he goes out and
does it every Sunday,”
McCarthy said Sunday. “He
went out and played at a high
level again today. He's had a
tremendous year.''
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

New Year's Resolution:
Focus On Your Insides

African-American Publishers
Ask Bailed-Out Companies
For Reciprocity

(StatePoint) Every new
year millions of people vow to
get fit and improve their health
by joining a gym and following
a healthier diet. Unfortunately,
many overlook an essential
part of our overall health and
wellness — the digestive
system.
When the digestive system
is out of balance, you are vulnerable to experiencing occasional digestive upsets which
can slow you down and make
you
feel
sluggish
and
unhealthy.
Registered dietitian and
Align spokesperson, Ashley
Koff, offers these tips because
with the right balance of
nutrition, exercise, and bacteria
you can work towards a
healthier 2010:
• Mind Your Manners:
Talking while you're eating,
chewing gum and drinking
through a straw can all cause
you to swallow excess air,
leaving you uncomfortable.
• Great Things DO Come
in Small Packages: Allow
yourself to enjoy the occasional treat, but limit yourself to
just a taste or bite. The smaller
portion will be better for your

digestive system and can help
you feel less bloated.
• Find Your Inner Balance:
Of bacteria, that is. It's
important to have a good
balance of beneficial bacteria
("probiotics") in our digestive
systems; not enough can lead
to digestive imbalance. When
used daily as directed, a
probiotic supplement like
Align with Bifantis
(Bifidobacterium infantis
35624), can help restore your
natural balance and provide
ongoing probiotic protection
from occasional digestive
upsets. This statement has not
been evaluated by the Food and
Drug Administration, this
product is not intended to
diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent
any disease. However, P&G
proudly stands by the performance of Align and offers
consumers a money-back
guarantee if they are not
s a t i s f i e d . V i s i t
AlignGI.com/refund for more
information.
• How Sweet It Is: Keep
this in mind the next time you
reach for a treat this year.
Sugars, dried fruit, sweeteners,
and juice are treats that may

not be friendly to all digestive
systems. Carbonated drinks
like sugary sodas can make
your stomach feel puffy and
distended. Keep it simple -stick to water with lemon or
herbal tea.
• UNDE R wh el m t h e
digestive system: How do we
calm irritability? Take a few
things off your plate - literally.
When we eat and drink less at
one time, we present less to the
digestive system.
• Don't Feel Weighed
Down: Hop on the treadmill,
hit the dance floor, or just run
around with your nieces and
nephews - anything. Working
up a sweat releases fluids your
body might be holding, and
exercising each day can help to
move food along your
digestive tract. Before
b eg i n n i n g a n ew ex erci s e
program or regimen, though,
talk to your doctor to see what
kind of activity is right for you.
For the coming year, there
are many small changes you
can make to look and feel
great, including finding smart
ways to protect against occasional digestive upsets.

Ways To Add Warmth To Your
Home's Living Spaces

(StatePoint)
The most
important quality in a home is
how comfortable it is for your
family and guests.
No matter if you're decorating your current home or
building a new one, there are
many major and minor touches
that can add warmth to your
living spaces:
* Think Color and Texture:
Give a room a richer, cozier
feel simply by selecting an
inviting color scheme. Paint
should be your first choice
when setting the tone, so
choose warmer colors like
muted browns, rich reds and
inviting yellows. Paint the
entire room or just emphasize
one wall. Add texture by
adding visual layers with
blankets and throw pillows on
sofas and armchairs. Choose
ones that lend splashes of color
to your furniture.
Also consider texturizing
walls with creative finishes or
designs to add visual depth.
Rich, flowing drapes also can
enhance the effect.
* Home Is Where The
Hearth Is: Nothing says warm
like a fireplace or wood stove.
You can add a new one or
retrofit an old fireplace with an
energy-efficient
insert. A
hearth easily becomes the focal

AW A RD S

continued from front page
President of FAST, and Pinellas
County Commissioner
Kenneth Welch. “The prestigious award is only given to
those who have made a direct
impact through years of service
and dedication to their
community in fighting to
“Keep the Dream and Legacy”
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
alive, says Sevell C. Brown, III,
president
of
the
MLK
Holiday and Legacy
Association, Inc.
The keynote speaker is
Senator Cleo Fields of Baton

point of a living or family
room, especially with seating
around it. Regardless of decor
or heating needs, today's homeowners have a myriad of
choices from such fireplace
and stove brands as Lennox,
Country Collection, Security
and others. Homeowners even
are renovating kitchens -- a
favorite gathering spot -- to
include open designs with
central hearths.
Such additions even can
save you money by zone
heating your home to make it
more energy efficient.
* Create Intimate Seating
Areas: Move sofas and chairs
away from walls to create
intimate
seating
spaces.
Arrange seating around a
sunny window, a fireplace or
create a focal point by adding
an area rug.
* Contemporary Can Be
Cozy, Too: When most people
think warm ambience, traditional and country furnishings
leap to mind. Modern and contemporary can be warm, as
well. Uplighting plants can
lend drama, while downlighting paintings and family photos
can warm a room with many
points of light. There are even
modern hearth products, such
as the aptly-titled "X-Fires,"

that look like wall-mounted
plasma TV screens and are
ventless, requiring little to
install. They can be added to
major gathering places, as well
as bedrooms and baths.
* Entice the Senses: Soften
a room, add a golden hue and
spice the air with scented
candles. Cinnamon and vanilla
are two of the more comforting
scents. Position candles near
mirrors to reflect light and
warmth.
"Literally warming up your
home can add money to your
pocket. If you make an energyefficient improvement during
2009 or 2010, such as adding a
75 percent efficient wood or
pellet stove, fireplace or insert,
you can receive a 30 percent
tax credit, up to $1,500," said
Melissa
Barnaby,
Retail
Product Manager, Lennox
Hearth Products. For more
information on what enhancements
qualify,
visit
www.lennox.com
Whether you are enhancing
your home on a budget, committing to a major redesign, or
building a new home, there are
many creative ways to add
literal and figurative warmth to
your living spaces.

Rouge, Louisiana.
Senator
Fields has had a distinguished
career in advocating for the
causes once championed by Dr.
King.
Tickets are available at the
Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th
Avenue South in St. Petersburg
or online at www.mlknationalparade.org. Please access
Events, and click on Banquet
RSVP to complete your reservation for the banquet. Tickets
must be secured by Jan. 12.
Dr. Clarice Pennington,
retired principal and chairpers o n o f t h e H o n o r e e ’s
Committee, was adamant
about the public knowing that

“these honorees are the individuals who have worked for years
to make our communities
more progressive by
promoting racial, ethnic,
cultural, and religious harmony
in our city and county in the
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. These are the people
that have made sure the Annual
National Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drum Major for Justice
Parade, Battle of the Bands,
and Drum Line Extravaganza
thrive and reach the heights as
the largest MLK parade in the
nation. Contact Information:
727-327-0085 or mlkholidaylegacy@aol.com.

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
African-Americans represent a
buying power of $913 billion
annually, 62 percent of total
consumer
buying
power.
However, the very corporations
and institutions they support do
not believe in reciprocity.
Danny Bakewell, newly-elected
chairman of the National
Newspaper
Publishers
Association (NNPA) which represents 200 black community
newspapers, today announced
that his organization would be
add r e s s i n g t h e d i s p a r i t i e s
between the revenue large corporations generate from black
consumers, compared to the
advertising invested in blackowned media. NNPA is particularly interested in corporations
such as General Motors (GM),
who received $50 billion dollars
in federal bailout money this
year.
In October, the National
Alliance of Market Developers
and Target Market News
produced a study for the NNPA
that showed African-American
consumers will spend $2.8
billion on new GM cars in this
year alone, representing nearly
twenty-five percent of GM’s
market shares. GM is one of the
top five advertisers in the world
yet the corporation spent only
$29.9 million on advertising in
Black media in 2008. This
figure represents a meager 2.4
percent of GM’s $3 billion

advertising and marketing
budget.
This is just one example of
government bailed-out institutions taking advantage of black
tax payers. Bank of America
and Wells Fargo are two others.
“This is not only unjust; this
is tantamount to a crime.
Companies are happily taking
money out of the black
community but not investing
back,” says Bakewell. “AfricanAmerican media companies are
small businesses and declining
advertising revenue has forced
many to lay off employees and,
in some cases, close their doors.
And we know how desperate
our community is for jobs.”
The Congressional Black
Caucus Financial Services
Committee Members have also
released a statement (Dec. 2)
acknowledging the extreme
economic
crisis
in
the
African–American community,
and in particular the decline of
minority-owned small businesses. In the past decade there has
been a 40 percent reduction in
the number of AfricanAmerican-owned media outlets.
Civil Rights leaders including
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.
and Marc Morial, president of
the National Urban League,
have pledged to work with
NNPA to apply pressure on
those institutions.
“Now that the government
has stepped in, the Obama

administration must enforce the
laws of equal opportunity,
contract
compliance,
and
fairness. These are governmentrun companies. And this is an
imperative,” said Rev. Jackson.
“These institutions simply
cannot continue to take African
Americans and this country’s
small businesses for granted.”
“I am making this my top
issue as chairman of NNPA,”
said Bakewell. “We need real
change and fast action now.
Even if we have to take our 200plus publishers to the board
meetings of every corporation
who is guilty, we will. This is an
unethical and immoral public
issue.”
The National Newspaper
Publishers Association is a 60
year-old trade association of
more than 200 black community
newspapers from across the
nation. Convened in 1940 by
Chicago Defender publisher
Jo h n S e n g s t a c k e , N N PA
adopted a mission to “promote
the interest of the Black Press
by securing unity and action in
all matters relative to the profession of journalism and the
business of publishing. The
Black Press believes that
America can best lead the world
away from racial antagonisms
when it accords to every person,
regardless of color or creed, full
human and legal rights.

Thurgood Marshall College
Fund Releases White
Paper On Improving
Degree Attainment At HBCUs
NEW YORK - Recent statistical
reports
scrutinize
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) and
indicate that graduation rates are
s ub s t a n t i a l l y l o w e r t h a n
majority institutions. To that
end, a consortium of higher
education experts converged to
begin dialogue on creating a
comprehensive measure to
assist HBCUs in developing
meaningful action plans to
increase academic achievement
among low-income students of
color.
Based on their findings
exemplified in the white paper
entitled, Making the Grade:
Improving Degree Attainment at
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, the contributors
concluded the following highlights:
• Using six-year, first-time,
full-time, bachelor’s degree
completion rates as the only
measure of institutional performance does not address the
unique role or longstanding
mission of HBCUs.
• HBCUs enroll a large proportion of part-time, transfer,
and low-income students as well
as those who stop in and out of
college due to life circumstances. These students’ degree
completion simply doesn’t
register on a six-year graduation
yardstick.
• Tr a d i t i o n a l m e a s u r e s
provide little insight into what
factors influence lower graduation rates and what measures

can contribute most effectively
to higher graduation rates.
• While the nation expects
HBCUs to retain and graduate
students equal to their counterparts, they fail to acknowledge
the “academic” challenges
public HBCUs face in enrolling
a disproportionate number of illprepared students from public
schools in economically distressed communities versus
students from well-endowed
public and private schools in
economically vibrant communities.
• The lack of access to
Advanced Placement courses,
International Baccalaureate
programs, physics and precalculus courses, which are
closely associated with
academic success—create
nearly insurmountable
academic challenges for the
students HBCUs serve.
• The wealthiest school
districts in the nation spend 56
percent more per student than
the poorest school districts.
• African-Americans constituting 6.1 percent of students
taking AP examinations in 2008
compared with 5.8 percent in
2007.
• New, more comprehensive
measures will assist HBCUs in
developing meaningful action
plans to increase academic
achievement among lowincome students of color.
“Traditional graduation rate
measures, which result in lower
overall rates for HBCUs than

historically white institutions
simply do not reflect either the
unique educational challenges
or significant accomplishment
of HBCUs,” said Dwayne
Ashley, President and CEO,
Thurgood Marshall College
Fund. “They provide little
analysis or insight into what
factors contribute most strongly
to lower graduation rates and
which can most effectively contribute to higher graduation
rates of success.”
“It is important that organizations like the Thurgood
Marshall College Fund help
HBCUs find ways to accurately
illustrate our successes,” said
Dr. George Wright, President,
Prairie View A & M University.
“This white-paper describes
some of our challenges in the
area of graduation rates, but also
gives schools like Prairie View
A&M University an opportunity
to focus on our strengths.”
HBCUs have a history of
serving underserved and nontraditional students, which
places the institutions at a disadvantage w h e n c o m p a r e d t o
o t h e r colleges under the sixyear graduation rate standard,”
said Dr. Mary Sias, President,
Kentucky State University.
The goal of the consortium
is to reconceptualize the way
graduation rates are measured to
give a clearer picture of institutional performance. To view the
white paper, visit: www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

10th Street Church Of God

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International
Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Happy New Year – Striving to
win in 2010
Suppose you were to go to the
ticket window of your local airport
and say, “I want a ticket.” The clerk
would ask, “To where?” And you
would say, “Well, anywhere; for what
places do you have tickets?” the ticket
agent would say immediately, “How
senseless” Because you’ll never get
anywhere, for you don’t know where
you want to go. “Too often we
approach the new year in just that
fashion- without goals and without
sound resolutions. Before we spread

in panoramic view, yet with a deep
veil separating us is a whole new year
of adventuresome living. Spiritually,
we should and can see a great breakthrough into many hearts that are
steeped in the blackness of sin as they
come to know Christ Savior and Lord
and thus come into the sunshine of his
saving grace.
How to have a Happy New Year
you ask?
Make sure you have a wonderful
relationship with Jesus Christ.
For every day God gives
approach it with excitement.
Write down the things that you
want to accomplish in 2010.
Spend at least thirty minutes per
day in studying God’s word.

In closing no matter the challenges ahead always know and
believe, “With God all things are
possible.”
On behalf of the First Family we
wish you and yours a wonderful, purposeful and prosperous Week!
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday @ 7:45 and 10:45 am.
Please visit our website @
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of

worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Officers Orientation, January 9,
2010, 9:00 a.m.
Installation of Officers, January
10, 2010.
God holds the future in His hands.

With grace sufficient day by day;
Through good or ill. He gently leads, If
we but let Him have His way. –Rohrs
“The “what” of our future is determined by the “Who” of eternity.”
Wishing each of you God’s
blessings in every respect for 2010!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

ONE-80 YOUTH MINISTRY
“Real Teens, Real Problems, Real
Solutions”
Teen Ministry, lead by Minister
Eric Ford, is built upon the foundation
that there is one God, existing in three
persons: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.
We believe in the deity of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in His sinless life,
atoning death through His shed blood,
in His resurrection, and ascension to

the right hand of the Father.
Salvation is by grace alone through
faith in Jesus Christ only, according to
Min. Ford, “The primary focus of
One-80 is to instill the importance of a
personal relationship with God and
how to develop that relationship.”
This is relayed through interactive
group teachings, drama, and small
group studies. For Middle & High
School Students each 2nd & 4th

Sunday at 10a.m. in the Youth Chapel,
921 20th Street South
FREE HINI FLU VACCINATION AT MT.ZION PROGRESSIVE
The Pinellas County Health
Department will be administering free
HINI flu vaccinations on January 10th
from 9a.m. to 2p.m.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
January Calendar Events
January 8 - Business Meeting @
7:00 p.m.
January 9 - Pastor’s Aid @ 11:00
a.m.; General Mission @ 4:00 p.m.
January 16 - New Member
Fellowship for all members joining
from December 2008 thru December
2009. Time 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the St.
Mark Fellowship Hall
January 18 - Martin Luther King,

Jr. Day
January 19 - Church Outing @ 7:30
p.m. to True Light M. B. Church
January 22 - 100th Birthday
Celebration of Sis. Margaret Olivia
King
January 27-30 Congress No. 2
January 30 - Women’s Bible Study2110 Kickoff.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
S u n d a y S c h o o l Te a c h e r s ’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7:00

p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUAWednesdays-6:30p.m.-7:30
TION:
p.m. for Middle and High school
Students: There is tutorial assistance
for Math and Senior Focus for all High
School Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT);
assistance with college applications,
essay and financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: The
St. Mark Computer Lab will be open
and available for classes for elementary
students on Monday (6-8:00 p.m.),
Tuesday and Thursday (5-6:00 p.m.)
and Wednesday (5-6:00 p.m. and 6:307:30 p.m.) evenings.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922
and get a quote today!

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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2010 VITA Checklist
Getting Help to Prepare your Taxes
What to Bring with You

If you need help completing tax forms, a
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site near
you can help. When you go
to a VITA site, be ready.
Take these items with you:
- Valid picture ID
- Copy of last year’s federal
tax return (if you
have it)
- Social Security cards or
Individual Taxpayer
Identification Numbers
(ITIN) for you, your spouse
and any children born
before December 31, 2009
- Income documentation
including: W-2 Forms from
all jobs worked in 2009; All

1099 Forms showing other
income received in 2009
- A blank check for direct
deposit of your refund or
bring your bank account
name, number and the 9digit American Bankers
Association (ABA) routing
number. Contact your bank
if you need assistance identifying the ABA number.
If any of the following
apply to you, take documentation with you:
- Child care expenses,
including the provider’s
address and federal ID #
- Mortgage company statements
- Adoption expenses

- Alimony paid or received
- Any notices received from
the IRS or state tax office
- Property tax bills
- College tuition and student
loan interest statements
- Additional forms of income
such as: Prizes and awards;
Scholarships and fellowships; Lottery/ gambling
winnings
If you lost or do not
have all of these items, you
can still get your taxes
prepared. Call the IRS
helpline at 1-800-829-1040
to find out what you need to
do and how to obtain
replacement documents.

FREE

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Sites
ELECTRONIC FILING

James B. Sanderlin
Family Center
2335 – 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-9444
Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-893-713
Childs Park YMCA
691 – 43rd Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-209-9622

Daystar Life Center
226 – Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-823-5993

Pinellas Opportunity Council
3443 – 1st Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-327-8690 x 18
Tampa Bay Beaches
Chamber of Commerce
6990 – Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
727-360-6957

Lealman and Asian
Neighborhood Family Center
4255 – 56th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
727-520-9820

GRAYDI Neighborhood Family
Center
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL 33774
727-584-7200

High Point Neighborhood
Family Center
5812 – 150th Ave. N.
Clearwater, FL 33760
727-5333-0730
Martin Luther King Jr.
Family Center
1201 Douglas Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
727-442-5355

Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services
608 N. Garden Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
727-442-4155

Union Academy Family Center
401 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727-934-5881

The Wealth Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign is supported by JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, United Way of Tampa Bay, Bank
of America, The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation, Internal Revenue Service, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Federal Reserve Bank, Pinellas
County Government, WorkNet Pinellas, and The Weekly Challenger. Its mission is to promote and expand economic and asset-building opportunities for low- and
moderate-income households throughout Pinellas County, including promotion of community awareness of Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax Credit
(CTC), other tax credits, free tax preparation, financial education and mainstream banking opportunities such as Bank on St. Pete.

